
 
 
 
Violent clashes between large crowds of different races have disturbed the 
social order in the United States since long before the Civil War, and the 
phrase “race riot” has been used to describe such disparate events as the Tulsa 
massacre of 1921, the 1968 uprisings following the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, and the anti-Chinese riots of the 1870s. Susan Strasser investigates 
the term, and a history of racially charged violence that has framed American 
discussions of race throughout the nation’s history. 
 
 


